COMMUNITY ADVISORY PROGRAM

9TH GRADE

WEEK 7

Topic:  Learning Styles

Time Required:  30 minutes

Goal Statement:  Both students and teachers will become aware of individual learning styles which can increase academic performance.

Activity Statement:  Students will learn strategies according to their specific learning style(s).

Materials:  

Learning styles inventories

Learning styles definitions and strategies handouts

Procedures:  
1. Explain to the students that they will be taking a Learning Styles Inventory.  We all learn in different ways.  It is important for us to know our learning styles so that we can use appropriate strategies to succeed in academics.  This information, which will be shared with all of your teachers, will help them with their teaching strategies to address different learning styles.  

2. Administer the Learning Styles Inventory.  Please be sure to read each of the questions aloud, as the students may need some clarification.  Note that the learning styles have been left off of each column so not to sway students’ answers.  (You may have them write it in when complete.)  The students should circle or highlight the question that best describes how they feel.

3. Have the students total the number of questions marked in each column at the bottom to reveal their individual learning style (the one with the highest number).  Indicate the learning style at the bottom.

4. On a roll sheet, please mark each student’s learning style.  The Coordinator will collect this sheet in order to inform all teachers of Advisory students’ learning styles.

5. Hand out and explain what each learning style means.  Review strategies for each of those styles.  Please emphasize how students can improve the way they learn in class, study at home, read, and complete assignments.  [See handout]

6. If time, possible activity options:

  

A.  As a class or in small groups, develop other strategies for academic success based on 

                              learning styles.

B. Have the students develop a study plan for the following week that includes strategies for in-class behavior, homework, and other academic preparation based on learning styles.  (They can commit to these plans by writing them in their planners!)

C. Devise a check sheet on teaching styles that the students can use to evaluate all their classroom teachers for evidence of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic activity.  The purpose of this activity is to get the students more aware of study strategies even when a teacher’s learning style may differ from their own.

Discussion Questions:
1. Why is it important for you to know your learning style?

2. What are some of the strategies you can use in and out of the classroom based on your learning style?

3. How should you adapt how you currently prepare for an exam?

4. How will you use the results of the Inventory to help you in the future?

