PVHS FRESHMAN ADVISORY PROGRAM

What is Advisory?

Advisory is a time to provide students with academic support, to foster relationships, to encourage peer mentoring, and to provide an adult on campus to serve as an advocate for each freshmen.  

What PVHS students had to say…

In a survey given to all 2000 PVHS students in the 2006-2007 school year, students overwhelmingly expressed a need for more adult advocacy citing that positive adult/student relationships resulted in more effort and better academic success.
Advisory Pilot 2006

Ten teachers and approximately 250 freshmen participated in an Advisory pilot program for 12 weeks last school year.  Advisory and non-Advisory freshmen were surveyed prior to the program and after its completion.  The Advisory group as a whole enjoyed the activities and found them useful.  Data showed the Advisory group had fewer Fs, higher overall GPAs, and fewer dropouts than the non-Advisory group.  In addition, Advisory students expressed in a survey that the program was a positive bonding experience and that they learned some information, which helped them to succeed academically.  

Advisory 2007-2008

33 PVHS staff members and approximately 540 freshmen are currently participating in the yearlong Advisory pilot program.  Every Monday, staff and students spend a portion of their lunch participating in Advisory.  Staff, occasionally with Link Crew Leaders (junior and senior mentors), run activities to help their 20 freshmen better connect with peers, staff, and the school as well as provide strategies to succeed academically in high school.  Advisory is meant to provide a low-key atmosphere where students can eat and socialize.  There is no homework.  Attendance is mandatory unless a parent opts his/her child out of the program.  Regardless, all freshmen have closed campus on Mondays at lunch.  Staff and upperclassmen volunteer their time to support this program.

The vision…
Advisory provides a unique opportunity that too often is missed in regular academic courses.  Ideally, Advisory would be built in to the school day and every student would participate in an Advisory.  Students would be organized by grade level (each grade level Advisory would have a different focus) and groups of students would remain together (with the same Advisor) for all four years.  In addition, Advisory is a concept that could continue to bridge the gap between the K-12 sequence in Chico Unified School District.

