Smaller Learning Community Grant News at PV

The team of teachers and staff from both PV and Chico High Schools continues to meet regularly as part of our federally funded Smaller Learning Community (SLC) Grant, focusing on the goals of increasing student learning through improved instructional techniques – specifically regarding literacy and formative assessment, and of personalization; connecting our students to adults on campus in meaningful ways – through structures such as the Art Studio@PV, ACE-LIFE, and the Freshman Advisory Program.  
The SLC team continues to sponsor our Professional Development Series which are workshops for teachers and by teachers at PV and Chico High.  These workshops occur monthly and are strongly focused on assessment strategies this Fall, and literacy strategies for next Spring.   They are enthusiastically received and continue to foster rich conversations about student learning among colleagues.
Freshman Advisory is well under way.  Students and Advisors are feeling more comfortable together as they explore a variety of activities.  Many of these activities have supported the students’ academic efforts, such as setting goals, creating strategies based on learning styles, and developing strategies for test preparation and test taking.  Some of the activities, such as ‘Choosing Sides’ and ‘Fear in a Hat’ are designed to foster relationships amongst students and staff.  We continue to improve this pilot program and hope to embed it into the regular school day next year.  For more information, please visit the Advisory web page: www.pvchico.org/Freshman_Advisory.html
The literacy team has teachers from both high schools following up their expository writing workshop this summer with regular meetings working on specific literacy and expository writing strategies.  Participants in each group have chosen one or two strategies to practice and evaluate for our December follow-up meetings.  Eight teachers are continuing the literacy work begun in 2006 and 18 teachers are working on expository writing strategies from this past summer.  The group is also planning a literacy workshop reunion in which some of the 60 teachers who participated in the two literacy workshops last year will have a chance to discuss and re-visit the strongest and most powerful strategies they’ve used with their students.  These ideas have spread beyond the original participants to other members in participants’ departments.  Now that teachers have more time to collaborate, the inspiration derived from students’ success is spreading these literacy techniques.  For more information, please contact Karen Miller at kmiller@pvchico.org.
The Assessment Team continues to promote research-based strategies for ‘Keeping Learning on Track’, powerful formative assessment strategies that focus on the big idea of students and teachers using evidence of learning to adapt teaching and learning to meet immediate learning needs minute-by-minute and day-by-day.   These KLT techniques are fostered in regular meetings of teachers, again from both sites, to continually focus on how their students’ learning is progressing.   The following PV departments have active KLT groups in collaboration with Chico High School; Foreign Language, Social Studies, English, Math, Art and Science.  They are currently focusing on peer and self-assessment techniques.

A Professional Learning Team continues to meet monthly to discuss current assessment research and is reading One Teacher at A Time.  This group includes a mix of teachers, administrators and members of Educational Services at the District Office.   For more information, please contact Connie Chrysler or Marcelle Gregoire at cchrysler@pvchico.org, or mgregoire@pvchico.org.

The SLC team has become actively involved with a growing focus on our campus of being a professional learning community.  These efforts bring all our SLC Coordinators together frequently to discuss three big ideas; ensuring that students learn; creating a culture of collaboration; and a focus on results.  Toward this effort many PV teachers are feeling a renewed inspiration in our profession.  We are all grateful that within our school week, we now have structured time to collaborate with our course-alike colleagues, with a direct focus on what our students should be learning, results, and what to do when they don’t learn.  Our next quest is to discuss possibilities of embedding systematic intervention/enrichment opportunities for our students at PV, within the school day.   
If you are interested in learning more about our efforts relating to increasing students’ academic achievement and in connecting all students to adults in their schools in meaningful ways, please visit our SLC website:

www.chicousd.org/dna/slc/
As always, the overall goal of our SLC team of teachers is to work with PV Administration and staff to support and build upon the quality instruction and strong programs that already exist at our school.  If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Travers or Eric Nilsson at 879-5287.

